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The best is yet to come 
 
It is said a promise made in a storm is often forgotten in calm, even if it was a good mouth-filling 
promise. 
How are you going with your Lenten promises? Are you gradually growing to greater things that 
God has for you his Church? 
A doctor once said to his patient, “you will pull through, because you are a very sick person.” 
The patient replied, “Please doctor, do everything you can to make me well. And when I am well, 
I’ll donate $30K to the new hospital development fund.” 
Months later when the patient was completely well the doctor reminded the patient, “You said when 
you are completely well you will donate $30K dollars to our new hospital development fund.” 
The former patient replied, “You know doctor if I said that, then I really must have been sick.” 
Throughout scripture God’s promises are always kept – so God is at his best in faithfulness. 
When we were captives to sin, he sent his Son Jesus as he had promised, who made captivity itself 
captive, so that we can enjoy freedom. 
I am certain that many of us are witnesses to God’s faithfulness when we turned to him for we 
could go nowhere else and from it we learnt that the stormy waves of our life had driven us not onto 
the rocks, but onto a bed of blessings.  
And as recipients of God’s goodness you and I are expected to respond to God’s call with a similar 
goodness of heart. 
 
As Barry preached last week our Anglican liturgy acknowledges that we are all to seek God’s 
forgiveness, so we all need to repent and change. 
Jesus warns in today’s gospel, “If you do not turn from your sins, you will die as they did” 
I accept that most people do repent of their sins, but something happen to us deep down inside of 
our being – and that is that we are renewed and energized to fulfill God’s mission. 
Lent gives us that chance once more to do so. 
What we need to know is there is a limit to every effort, so there is a limit to God’s patient waiting. 
If we do not produce fruit in personal growth, prayer and community service, God may have to “cut 
down the fig tree to be burnt” as it says in Luke 13:7. 
However, our change is not possible all by ourselves. 
We need grace, and gadgets will not give us this grace, but only God can. 
God will continue to pour out his grace on us just like he did with Abram and the church in Philippi. 
 
So, in what way can we journey to align ourselves with Christ or become effective imitators of the 
cross of Christ? 
The season of Lent won’t mean much for us until we can view our mission as part of Christ’s 
mission. 
Until we can see that our denial, fasting and prayer are ways to return to the journey that the Lord 
leads us on. How does that happen? 
Many of us have had the experience of seeing a vision of what could be, working toward 
accomplishing it, often with a clear sense we were partners with God, only to have that “mission” 
taken away, radically changed or become discouraged. 
We need to remember that filled with the Holy Spirit we are in good company.  
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That is what happens to Jesus and that is what happens to us when we follow him. 
 His mission, his passion to heal, forgive and reconcile, ends up in betrayal and crucifixion.  
 
Our Lenten journey is no journey if we don’t experience the cross, that symbol of what stands 
between the Lord and us. If we are unwilling to be challenged with change, or fearful that nothing 
can be different, then we will turn away from the journey Jesus leads us on to the cross.  
Each of us has our own journey, and it is one that will not only transform us, but encourage others 
as well, if we allow the Lord to lead, in this time and place where we are called by God –but he not 
only calls us but equips us with different gifts too. 
 
I have been assigned the task of coordinating the ‘Pastoral Care Ministry’ and I certainly do not 
want to re-invent the wheel as I know that many of you are deeply involved in various ministries. 
But there is certainly room for plenty more labour, and I believe that God will equip and lead most 
of you into this ministry here at St Mark’s and beyond our parish boundaries. 
This ministry is vast, almost as vast as God’s love for us, and it will require as many of you as is 
here today. 
There will be a harvest of opportunity and I believe that there is a multitude of need for pastoral 
ministry in our communities. 
But as is the case in many parishes the harvest is plenty and the labour few. 
I know what you thinking - that I have so much on my plate already - but do we really? 
I trust and pray that all of you will respond to this call. 
We will then say the labour is plenty and the harvest is joyful. 
The truth is that God has left you and me to continue his faithfulness here in this part of his 
vineyard, to become his hands and his feet to those in need of him. 
As easy as that, let us just stoop down and serve him. 
 
Now I have left a sheet in the Narthex for you to complete, if you feel that you want to respond to 
God’s call in serving him in this area of ministry. 
I’ll put together a planning & training day for this ministry and we will glorify our Lord. 
 
May God bless us richly as we journey in mission. 
Amen. 
 

_____________________________ 


